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The Contributing Factor Map (CFM) is a visual representation of a taxonomy of factors influencing human health 
and performance in space. This presentation will give an overview of its development and its structure. It will 
describe various uses of the CFM that can support researchers working within the Human Research Program (HRP) 
Architecture of Evidence-Risk-Gap-Task-Deliverable. For example, during the Risk phase, the CFM can be used as 
a “menu” to help formulate a qualitative model of the factors contributing to specific consequences of concern. It 
provides a reference set of factors from across the operational, vehicle design, and human domains that otherwise 
might not be considered if approaching a risk from a specific domain perspective. Using the CFM as a reference can 
increase awareness of potential cross-disciplinary collaborations for overall risk mitigation. The CFM can also be 
used as a framework for identifying gaps in knowledge about a risk. This identification can support the subsequent 
development of gaps and tasks comprising the research plan aimed at risk mitigation. Examples of these types of 
applications of the CFM will be discussed and information on the support available to researchers in using it will be 
provided. 



